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2024 AT A GLANCE
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The year 2024 ended with a radical change in Syria's history after years of violent events that tore the
country apart. We set out to meet the new year with optimism and determination to engage in rebuilding
our country within our specialty of Syrian art history.

2024 was a busy year for the Atassi Foundation, and we would like to share highlights of our
contributions. We hope these milestones and activities will build knowledge and strengthen the status of
Syrian art.
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As part of our initiative, Modern Art of Syria Archive (MASA), we published the archive of Syrian artist Leila
Nseir (1941-2023), which we acquired through the artist Ahmad Kasha. It included several documents, the
oldest from 1959 and the most recent from 2008. We also published the covers of the first section of our
digital library, which includes books, catalogs, and bulletins specialized in Syrian art, the oldest of which
dates back to 1949 and the most recent to 2021. Additionally, we obtained the rights to publish two new
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archives, Ahmad Madoun's and Derrieh Fakhoury's.

The most notable milestone we achieved last year was the launch of a new specialized archive website
that includes thousands of documents from archival collections previously published on the Foundation's
website: the Atassi Gallery Archive Collection, the Mahmoud Hammad Archive, the Leila Nseir Archive, and
the E-Library. The platform enables researchers to conduct specific in-depth research through an extensive
network of metadata related to each document, and the entire search is available in both Arabic and
English. As with all of our projects, the platform is free to use and is subject to a copyright Terms of Use
document. The website is designed and programmed by Sheen Value.
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In 2024, we launched a mentorship program to support emerging Syrian researchers under the
supervision of our researcher Nour Asalia, PhD, who followed the progress of Shaza Omran's research on
Visual Culture as a Political Language in Contemporary Syria for her Master in Performance and Fine Art at
the Dutch Art Institute. Dr. Asalia also mentored Kenan Khatibs in his research on Plastic and Visual Arts in
Syria Destruction-Reconstruction for his Master EUR Creative Approaches to Public Space at the University
of Rennes, France. This mentorship is an ongoing program. For inquiries and registration, please email us
at: nour@atassifoundation.com.
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The Atassi Foundation launched in February 2024 a new initiative entitled “Hiwar”, a dialogue podcast
consisting of series of interviews in Arabic with Syrian artists, curators, and researchers interested in



Syrian modern and contemporary art. It is prepared and presented by Reham Kannout Alrefaie. We
released five episodes in the first season. They featured interviews with Ali Kaaf, Khadija Baker, Khaled
Takriti, Azza Abo Rebieh, and Randa Maddah. The six episode is currently The sixth episode is currently in
the final stages of production and it features Saria AlMidani.
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In May, we published a study by Aliaa Abu Khaddour entitled The Beginnings of Editorial Cartoons in Syria:
Artist Abdul Wahab Abu Al Saud, and in October, an in-depth interview with the artist Mouneer Al Shaarani
conducted by Nour Asalia about his career.
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In 2024, we collaborated with the Palestinian Museum as part of our archiving activities and with the uae-
based Barjeel Art Foundation and Fikr Institute as part of their project to strengthen the status of Arab
women artists. Fikr Institute published an article written by our researcher, Nour Asalia, PhD, on the life
and art of Laila Nseir, entitled Laila Nseir: Beyond Social & Artistic Conventions.
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Right to left: Benedetta Ghione from Art Dubai, Nada Raza from Alserkal Arts Foundation , Uns Kattan from Art Jameel , and Shireen
Atassi from the Atassi Foundation. Image © The Pearl Initiative & ADMAF
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Our organization was also present through our director, Shireen Atassi, who participated in number of
talks and panels. In March 2024, she moderated a panel discussion at Mina A'Salam Auditorium in Madinat
Jumeirah, Dubai, to launch the book Alcove: Intimate Essays on Arab Modernist Artists by art consultant
Myrna Ayad and published by Kaph Books. The panel featured Myrna Ayad, the book’s author, Nada
Shabout, an art historian, and the founder of Barjeel Art Foundation, Sultan Sooud Al Qassemi. On July
12, 2024, Shireen Atassi spoke at a panel at the 7th annual conference of The International Art Market
Studies Association (TIAMSA) held at The University of Melbourne UniMelb in Melbourne, Australia.

THE COLLECTION | acgo=oll



Mohamad Al Roumi, Syrie vue du ciel série-Al Ghab, 1986, Atassi Foundation Collection.
@.wb\” &uwdo dcgozxo 1986 (wlal) dcgozo - slosudl (o @0 @y y9uw gl oo

2r2xolls 00l 92l (o bygw Ldlyex pas5 a,8l,¢gig9 s90 dcgoxo T+ V2 ple) dwwgoll wlisso salels
oUsl LulJl yee Lpule £ MBI Sy wcaogyll Loso

The highlight of the Foundation's 2024 acquisitions was a collection of aerial photographs of Syria's

geography by photographer and filmmaker Mohammed al-Roumi. You can check the collection via the link
below.

VIEW MORE | ajel)

SYRIAN FINE ARTS NEWSLETTER | sluSoiidl oall [lsT 6,


https://ennouncement.exhibit-e.com/t/y-l-cyhbtl-l-n/

/ N o

o s e 0.0

For arts and culture

9l uSnidl Gl sl 853

Syrian Fine Arts Newsletter

T Ugiows @M Lploceoy vaiouai Wiy puos pledl 138 Uynol ¢ussgad] owliedl olblis ;LY Lo oo
oudb acg, &amall puass oo Wl ,37 cilSy .owbadl )Lly wlS,Lig @ud Lo,lee e

As part of our Syrian Artists' news coverage, we published five newsletters this year with sixty-three

stories about art exhibitions and other artists' activities and news. Our most recent edition featured a
news report by journalist Rawaa Talass.
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Atassi Foundation for Arts and Culture
+971 50 459 56 00

info@atassifoundation.com
www.atassifoundation.com

Follow us on Social Media:
Twitter || Facebook || Instagram || YouTube || LinkedIn

Listen to the Foundation's Podcast, Hiwar, via:
Website || BuzzSprout || Apple Podcast || Spotify || Listen Notes

You can manage your preferences or unsubscribe from this list at any time.
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