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In February 2024, we launched the archive of the Syrian artist Leila Nseir (1941-2023) as part of the modern Art of Syria
Archive (MASA).It consists of 478 documents divided into seven main folders: Press clippings (178), Documents (12),

Exhibition materials (21), Letters (3), Photos (226), Writings (15), Recordings (23 - available upon request). This archive is
mostly in the Arabic language.
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In May, we launched the the Atassi Foundation E-Library as part of the Modern Art Syria Archive (MASA) Initiative by the
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Atassi Foundation. It currently comprises 87 scanned books, which will grow to include more publications with time. The
oldest of these dates back to 1949, and the most recent to 2021.1It contains rare, valuable books, brochures and catalogues.
At present, we have only published their covers on our website. This is to protect them from unsolicited circulation and to
respect copyright. Their content is available to researchers upon request.
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Nour Asalia
Translated from Arabic by Robin Moger

www.fikerinstitute.org

© Leila Nseir, The Martyr (The Natign), 1978. Image courtesy: Barjeel Art Foundation
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On Leila Nseir: Beyond Social & Artistic Conventions
By Nour Asalia
Translated from Arabic by Robin Moger

As part of our collaboration with Barjeel Art Foundation and Fikr Institute, the latter published an essay by researcher Nour
Asalia on the life and art of Laila Nseir, entitled Laila Nseir: Beyond Social & Artistic Conventions.
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The Atassi Foundation launched in February a new initiative entitled “Hiwar”, a dialogue podcast consisting of series of
interviews in Arabic with Syrian artists, curators, and researchers interested in Syrian modern and contemporary art. It is
prepared and presented by Reham Kannout Alrefaie. We released three episodes, the first with artist Ali Kaaf, the second
with artist Khadija Baker, and the third with artist Khaled Takriti.
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The Atassi Foundation and Artscoops held the Spring Auction 2024 between 24-26 April. It included diverse artworks by
emerging and mid career Syrian artists.
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The Beginnings of Editorial Cartoons in Syria
By Alia Abu Khaddour

In our latest issue of The Journal, we published an article entitled The Beginnings of Editorial Cartoons in Syria. In
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this article, the artist and curator Alia Abu Khaddour examines the beginnings of editorial cartoons in Syria and surveys the
early satirical newspapers and magazines that played a critical role in their growing popularity in the early 20th century. Abu
Khaddour also provides a biographic overview of the illustrations of the seminal artist Abdel Wahab Abu Al-Saud, whose
contributions in the field helped define satirical cartoons in Syria. Known for his bold works, he challenged colonial practices
and became one of the leading political cartoonists of the era.
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The Atassi Foundation issued three newsletters since the launch of the Syrian Fine Arts Newsletter initiative. This periodical
newsletter features quality news and updates. Interested artists can share their news by filling out the form with the
necessary details.
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Atassi Foundation for Arts and Culture
+971 50 459 56 00

info@atassifoundation.com
www.atassifoundation.com

Follow us on Social Media:
Twitter || Facebook || Instagram || YouTube || LinkedIn

Listen to the Foundation's Podcast, Hiwar, via:
Website || BuzzSprout || Apple Podcast || Spotify || Listen Notes

You can manage your preferences or unsubscribe from this list at any time.
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