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In September, we published a collection of documents attached to the Atassi Gallery Archive that we previously published in
2022 as part of the Modern Art of Syria Archive (MASA). This group included press clippings related to Syrian artists from
outside the gallery’s exhibitions, dating back to 1976 and 2008. It was published under the title “Miscellaneous” on our
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website.
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In June 2023, we launched the archive of the Syrian artist Mahmoud Hammad (1923-1988) as part of the modern Art of
Syria Archive (MASA). Because of the richness and diversity of this archive and to facilitate browsing and researching, we
created an archival tree that clarifies the theoretical categorization. It serves as a directory of the 1,589 of the documents
that we processed. The publication included an introductory text by Al-Banna Hammad and a technical report presented by
the Foundation.
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Taking Time: Fateh Moudarres’ Works on
Paper and Syrian Chronology between
Modernity and Contemporaneity

Dr. Ambra D'Antone | ugsils |yl .5
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In our new issue of the Journal, we publish a research
paper entitled “Taking Time: Fateh Moudarres' Works on
Paper and Syrian Chronology between Modernity and
Contemporaneity” by the Italian researcher Dr. Ambra
D'Antone (former researcher at the Max Weber
Bilderfahrzeuge, Max Weber Stiftung). In this paper,
Ambra sheds light on important intersections in the
history of Syrian art, and on the intellectual connections
between artists. It also reveals an aesthetic approach
related to the concept of time in Moudarres' paintings.
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Mahmoud Hammad, Alexandria Port, oil on panel, 1953
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During her work on processing the archive collection of
Mahmoud Hammad, Nour Asalia approached the artist’s
pluralistic personality and explored the various phases he
went through and the historical events that influenced his
path and choices. In this article, she sheds light on
Hammad's stylistic changes, and focuses on the strong
presence of Mediterranean light values in his works.
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Paintings on display © Asian Cultural Center (ACC)

Augixdl UysS o9 ywydall vl wl>g) il
Eight Paintings by Al-Mudarres in South Korea
Sep 14 — Dec 3, 2023
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Eight paintings by Fateh Al-Mudarres are currently on loan from our collection to the Asian Cultural Center (ACC) in

Gwangju, South Korea. They are displayed as part of the “Shinning on Your Days” exhibition.
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Your Dance & Jerusalem by Burhan Karkutli, ink on cardboard, 1990
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A group of works by Syrian artist Burhan Karkutli has
joined our art collection of modern and contemporary
Syrian art. These works carry a double historical value. On
the one hand, they bear witness to the artist’s history and
aesthetic vision of the human body and the cities, and on
the other, the region’s social and political history,
particularly the Palestinian cause, struggle, resistance,
and displacement. Karkutli was bold and critical of society
and politics. He touched with artistic prowess on various
topics that branch out from these two main drivers of his
art.

Burhan Karkutli was born in Damascus in 1932. He
graduated from the Faculty of Fine Arts in Cairo in 1958
and then studied graphic art in Germany in 1963. The
artist moved between Lebanon, Morocco, Germany, and
Mexico to practice and teach art. Later, he settled
permanently in Germany in 1982, where he lived and
worked as a Hakawati or storyteller in addition to his
artistic practice. He died in 2003.
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El-Mihbaj by Asaad Arabi, acrylic on canvas, 2008
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A group of works by artist Asaad Arabi has joined our art
collection of modern and contemporary Syrian art. Born in
Damascus, Arabi (1941) graduated from the Faculty of
Fine Arts, University of Damascus before moving to Paris,
France in 1975, where he received a diploma in painting
from the Higher Institute of Fine Arts, and subsequently
earned a PhD in Aesthetics from the Sorbonne University.

Influenced by his memories of Syria, artist, theorist and
critic Asaad Arabi has continuously reinvented his painting
style in an attempt to depict the rhythms and sensuality of
figures and cityscapes. Oscillating between representation
and abstraction and sometimes bridging them together,
the colour fields and forms that make up his canvases
have a lyrical quality to them.
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The Atassi Foundation launched a new initiative in support of Syrian artists entitled the Syrian Fine Arts Newsletter. This
periodical newsletter features quality news and updates. Interested artists can share their news by filling out the form with
the necessary details.
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Atassi Foundation for Arts and Culture
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